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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 
10/043,110 



Applicant(s) 



Abe 



Examiner 



Gary Paumen 



Art Unit 

2833 



" As'hORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE MONTH(S) EROM 

« * - - — - • * - - — - - " nths - - 

mailing date of th,s commun.cat.on. statutory minimum of thirty (30| days will be considered trnnely. 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CPR 1 .704(b). 

Status 




1 ) □ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 



2a) □ This action is FINAL. 



2b) 8 This action is non-final. 



3>D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters > { l^™ 2 »* ^ merttt * 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 453 O.G. 21 o. 

Disposition of Claims ^ jn the application . 

4) X Claim(s) 1-10 • ■ ~ 



4a) Of the above, claim(s) 
5) " Claim(s) ^ 



is/are withdrawn from consideration, 
is/are allowed. 



6) Xi Claim(s) 1_-10_ 

7) U Claim(s) . 

8) -J Claims 



is/are rejected, 
is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

9) TJ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on 



is/are a) □ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 



11) 



The proposed drawing correction filed on «■ «> ^ 



If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

1 2) The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 19(a ).(d) or (f) 

13) K Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a) (d) If). 

a ) X All b)LJ Some* c) - None of: 

1 S) Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 r: certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3 □ Copies of the certified copies of the priorrty documents . have b een received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) [Z Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 
.)□ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15 ,[H Acknow.edgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
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2) L ] Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review IPTO-948) 

3) $ Information Disclosure Staternent(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s). 



5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) Other: 



U S Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 9 



Application/Control Number: 10/043,1 10 
Art Unit: 2833 



Page 2 



1 . Claims 2-10 are rejected under 35U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as containing subject 
matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the 
invention. It is unclear in claim 2 and the remaining claims how locking can be canceled by the 
convex portion (i.e. where is the leverage applied?). 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use 
or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hiramoto et al. 
Disclosed are lock projection 6 and lock receiving portion 29. 

4. Claims 2-10 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claims. 

5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
claim 2 as a whole, particularly an inner cancellation convex portion used to unlock the 
connectors, is not anticipated or rendered obvious by the prior art of record. 

6. The other references cited on Form 892 disclose similar locking means. 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Gary Paumen whose telephone number is (703) 308-1414. 



gfp 

June 10, 2003 



PTO/SB/08 A & B (modified) 



Substitute for form 1449 A & B/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 



Sheet 



1 



of 



1 



^^pmplete if Known 



Application Number 



Confirmation Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



Unassigned 



Not Yet Assigned 



January 14, 2QQ2 



Kimihiro ABE 



Not Yet Assigned 



Not Yet Assigned 



Q68Q48 




U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of Cited Document 


Number 


Kind 

Code 2 

(if known) 






US 












us 












us 












us 












us 












us 












us 












us 












us 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Translation 6 


Country 
Code 3 


Number 4 


Kind Code 5 

(if known) 






JP 


2-65078 




03/05/90 























































































































































































OTHER PRIOR ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item (book, magazine, 
journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), publisher, city, and/or country where published. 


Translation 6 






Patent Abstract of Japan 02-065078, 03/0590 













































Examiner Signature 



Date Considered 



♦EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of 
this form with next communication to applicant. 

'Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 Scc Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www uspto.gov, MPEP 901 .04 or in the comment box of this document. 3 Enter 
Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST. 3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial 
number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 1 6 if possible. 6 Applicant is to indicate here if English 
language Translation is attached. 



Examiner 

Gary Paumen 



* 



Document Number 

Country Code-Number-Kind Code 



A ! 



5,338,219 



Date . 

MM-YYYY 



8/1994 



U.S. PATENT DOCU MENT S^ 

Name 



Classification 2 



x i 



B 



5,348,493 



9/1994 



5,380,217 



x o 



6,095,844 



1/1995 
8/2000 



Hiramoto et a! 



Power 



Yagi et al 



6,171,130 



I F 



1/2001 



H 



Kasai 




Yoshida et al 



439 



350 



K 



M 



N 



Document Number 

Country Code-Number-Kind Code 



Date 

MM-YYYY 



FOREI GN PATEN T DOCU MENTS 
Country 



Name 



Classification 



— t- 



NON-PATENT DOCUMENTS 




■ A copy of this reference is not be.ng furnished with this Office action. See MPEP S 707.05(a). 

PTO-892 (Rero* °.2001 ) Notice of References Cited 



Dates in MM-YYYY format are publication dates. 



2 Classifications may be U.S. or foreign. 



Part of Paper No. 9 



